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The Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great 
 
Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Plagal One) 
When the women Disciples of the Lord had learned from the 
Angel the joyful message of the Resurrection and rejected the 
ancestral decision, they cried aloud to the Apostles 
triumphantly: Death has been despoiled, Christ God has risen, 
granting His great mercy to the world. 
 
Apolytikion for Saint Mary of Egypt (Plagal Four) 
The image of God, was faithfully preserved in you, O Mother. 
For you took up the Cross and followed Christ. By Your 
actions you taught us to look beyond the flesh for it passes, 
rather to be concerned about the soul which is immortal. 
Wherefore, O Holy Mary, your soul rejoices with the angels. 
 
Apolytikion of the Holy Cross (Tone One) 
Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance, granting 
our rulers to prevail over adversaries, and protecting Your 
commonwealth by Your Cross. 
  
Soson Kyrie ton laon su, ke evlogison teen klironomiansu, 
nikas tis vasilevsi kata varvaran doroomenos, ke to son 
feelaton, dia tu Stavru su, politevma. 
 
Kontakion for Great Lent (Tone Four) 
Champion of Christians not put to shame, advocate before the 
Maker always steadfast, do not spurn sinners’ voices raised in 
prayer. In your goodness respond to bring help to us who 
devoutly petition you. Hasten your intercession and urgently 
make entreaty; for you unfailingly defend, Theotokos, those 
who honor you. 
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The Epistle is from Hebrews 9:11-14 
BRETHREN, when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have 
come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, 
not of this creation) he entered once for all into the Holy Place, taking not the blood 
of goats and calves but his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. For if 
the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the 
ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, how much more shall the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to 
God, purify your conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 
 
The Gospel is from Mark 10:32-45 

 t that time, Jesus took his twelve disciples, 
and he began to tell them what was to 
happen to him, saying, "Behold, we are 

going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man will be 
delivered to the chief priests and the scribes, and 
they will condemn him to death, and deliver him to 
the Gentiles; and they will mock him, and spit upon 
him, and scourge him, and kill him; and after three 
days he will rise." And James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, came forward to him, and said to him, 
"Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we 
ask of you." And he said to them, "What do you 
want me to do for you?" And they said to him, 
"Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at 
your left, in your glory." But Jesus said to them, 
"You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, 
or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?" And they said to 
him, "We are able." And Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you will drink; 
and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at 
my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has 
been prepared." And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant of James and 
John. And Jesus called them to him and said to them, "You know that those who are 
supposed to rule over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise 
authority over them. But it shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be 
slave of all. For the Son of man also came not to be served but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many." 
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Saint of the Day: Mary of Egypt 
When Mary was only twelve years old, she left 
her parents and departed to Alexandria, where 
she lived a depraved life for seventeen years. 
Then, moved by curiosity, she went with many 
pilgrims to Jerusalem, that she might see the 
Exaltation of the venerable Cross. Even in the 
Holy City she gave herself over to every kind 
of licentiousness and drew many into the depth 
of perdition. Desiring to go into the church on 
the day of the Exaltation of the Cross, time and 
again she perceived a certain invisible power 
preventing her entrance, whereas the multitude 
of people about her entered unhindered. 
Therefore, wounded in heart by this, she decided to change her way of life and 
reconcile herself to God by means of repentance. Invoking our Lady the Theotokos 
as her protectress, she asked her to open the way for her to worship the Cross, and 
vowed that she would renounce the world. And thus, returning once again to the 
church, she entered easily. When she had worshipped the precious Wood, she 
departed that same day from Jerusalem and passed over the Jordan. She went into 
the inner wilderness and for forty-seven years lived a most harsh manner of life, 
surpassing human strength; alone, she prayed to God alone. Toward the end of her 
life, she met a certain hermit named Zosimas, and she related to him her life from 
the beginning. She requested of him to bring her the immaculate Mysteries that she 
might partake of them. According to her request, he did this the following year on 
Holy and Great Thursday. One year after this, Zosimas again went thither and found 
her dead, laid upon the ground, and letters written in the sand near her which said: 
"Abba Zosimas, bury here the body of wretched Mary. I died on the very day I 
partook of the immaculate Mysteries. Pray for me." Her death is reckoned by some 
to have taken place in 378, by some, in 437, and by others, in 522. She is 
commemorated also on the Fifth Sunday of Great Lent. Her life was recorded by 
Saint Sophronius of Jerusalem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Saint of the Day: Januarius and his companions 
These Martyrs contested for piety's 
sake in Campania of Italy, during 
the reign of Diocletian (284-305), 
when Timothy was Proconsul. Saint 
Januarius was the Bishop of 
Benevento in Campania; he was 
arrested and taken to Nola, where he 
was cast into a burning furnace, 
from which he came forth 
unharmed; at Puteoli, together with 
Proculus, Sosius, and Faustus the 
deacons, Desiderius, reader of the 
Church of Benevento, and Eurychius and Acutius, nobles from Puteoli, he was cast 
to wild beasts, which as they came near the Saints, fell affectionately at their feet. 
Finally they were all beheaded, about the year 305.  
 

Saint of the Week: Mark the Evangelist 
Mark was an idolater from Cyrene of Pentapolis, which is 
near Libya. Having come to the Faith of Christ through the 
Apostle Peter, he followed him to Rome. While there, at 
the prompting of Peter himself and at the request of the 
Christians living there, he wrote his Gospel in Greek, and 
it is second in order after Matthew's. Afterwards, travelling 
to Egypt, he preached the Gospel there and was the first to 
establish the Church in Alexandria. The idolaters, unable 
to bear his preaching, seized him, bound him with ropes, 
and dragged him through the streets until he, cut to pieces 
on rocks, gave up his soul. It is said that he completed his 

life in martyrdom about the year 68. He is depicted in holy icons with a lion next to 
him, one of the living creatures mentioned by Ezekiel (1:10), and a symbol of 
Christ's royal office, as Saint Irenaeus of Lyons writes. 
 

Memorial prayers . . . 
. . . are offered for the repose of the soul of Perry Paraskevas, marking the first year 
of his passing. May our good and loving God grant him a place in His Kingdom. 


